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Luke x. 16. He that heareth you, heareth me: and he that de- 
[piſeth you, deſpileth me: and he that deſpiſeth me, dejpiſeth bim 
that ent me. 
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| THE 
CHARACTER 
| OF 
Goſpel-Miniſters, 
AS 


Embaſſadors for CHRIS r, 
Confider'd and apply'd. 


+$$+$$$$+$$+p+p+$S$++$$$$+$4S$S 


Ss Con V2 


0 then we are Embaſſadors for Chrift, 
as though God did beſeech you by us ; 


we pray you in Chriſt's flead, be ye re- 
conciled to God. 


AN at firſt came out of God's Hand in- 
tirely Pure and Holy, and was at perfect 
Peace and Friendſhip with his Maker ; they 
amicably met, and ſweetly communed to- 
„with a — Affection and Complacency : Man 
wed God, and God loved Man; till Man broke out 


1 


to open and dreadful Rebellion, and fo juſtly forfeited 


Man 


e Favour and Friendſhip of his . 
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Man's righteous Adverſary, and Man is God's untigh 


God: © The carnal Mind is Enmity againſt God ;” + 
though alaſs ! few, very few, are ſenſible of it. 


Chriſt's Stead, be ye reconciled ta God. 


=» ſtrat, it is Eumity. This Enmity is preſuppoſed, whet 


Man became an Enemy to God, and made God an A 
verſary to him ; and ſo Heaven and Earth by Reaſon 
Sin are now at Variance :. the Hatred is mutual; God 


teous Enemy. This is the ſad and miſerable Conditq 
of all Mankind ſince the Fall: Man's Nature, which yg 
once pure and innocent, is by Reaſon of the Poiſong 
Sin corrupted, and turned into Enmity itſelf, again 


But, bleſſed be God, notwithſtanding the great a 
woful Breach, which Sin has made betwixt him and u 
he is become reconcilable to Sinners in and through th 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and upon the Sinner's hearty Cor 
pliance with the Goſpel-Method of Salvation by 5% 
Chriſt, he becomes actually reconciled, though not before, 
Now the great and important Work aſſigned to Goſpel 
Miniſters, who in my Text are fliled Zmbaſſadors ft 
Chriſt, is converſant about this momentous Affair of brings 
ing God and Sinners together again. We pray you | 


In the Text and Context we have many very weight 
and important Points of Truth plainly intimated, 
preſſed, or implied; ſuch as theſe which follow. 

That Man, while in a State of Nature, or before Re 
generation, is at perfect Enmity againſt God; as the Apo 
ſtle tells us, The carnal Mind is Enmity againſt God : MW 
he doth not ſay meerly, it is an Enemy; but in the Al 


the Apoſtle in the Text beſeeches Men to be reconciudl 
to God : for what need of Reconciliation, where these 
no Variance or Enmity ? Chriſt's treating with Sinners 
his Embaſſadors, neceſſarily implies their Fall from tif 
State of Favour and Friendſhip in which they were Cv 
ated, and that they are now Enemies and Rebels again 
God. If no War with Heaven, what need of E 
* ſedors of Peace ? The very Office of the Mintel 


_ 
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an Argument of the Fall. Goſpel-Ordinances and 

Officers came in upon the Fall, and expire with the 

Mediator's diſpenſatory Kingdom.“ + NR 

Again we are inſtructed, That the great End and 

pe of the Goſpel is, that Sinners may be brought into 

State of Peace and .Reconciliation with God. The 

opel is called“ the Word of Reconciliation,” in the 
ele preceeding our Text; and juſt before, the Mini- 
ry of the Goſpel, which was committed to the Apoſtles, 
called * the Miniſtry of Reconciliation ;** becauſe by 

e Goſpel we are taught the Neceſſity of being recon- 

ed, and how we may come to be at Peace and in a State 

Reconciliation with God, On Account of this Word 

Reconciliation committed to them, the Apoſtles are 

ed in our Text Embaſſadors for Chriſt, and their main 

ſineſs is to perſwade Sinners to be reconciled to God. 

O, what a Bleſſing is the Goſpel ! yet, alaſs, how 

tle priz'd and ſet by SY , 

Again, We are here taught, that none ought to aſſume 

e Office of preaching this Word with Authority, except 

ey are called and ſent of God. This is plain from Verſe 

sch.“ He hath committed to us the Word of Reconci- 
lation.“ None ought to preach this Word with Autho- 
but ſuch to whom the Lord commits it. How greatly 
en doth it concern thoſe who take upon them the Of- 

e of preaching the Goſpel, to be well fatisfied in their 
Minds, that they are called and ſent of God, leſt they 

n before they are ſent! 

Again, We are inſtructed | here, of what Importance 
1s, that Miniſters behave as becomes the Embaſſadors of 
"7 ; that they cloſely purſue the Commiſſion given them 

W Chriſt, They muſt be careful to keep cloſe to this, 
they give Offence to their great Lord and Maſter, 

d ſmart for it too. | 8 bo” 

Again, it is ſuggeſted here, That Chriſt's Embaſſadors 

ould with all Zarneſtneſs of Afﬀettion deal with their 

le, and endeavour by the Bleſſing of Heaven, — 


* 
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they may be Inſtrumental in bringing them to a 9 
and Senſe of their Sins, and of that dreadful Enmity wid 
is in their Hearts againſt the Being, Perfections and M 
of God. This I apprehend to be of great Importay 
that Miniſters labour much, in the Courſe of their Pre 


ing, to convince their People of the ſad State they are in p 
Nature; to ſhew them, if poſſible, the Enmity of wi 
Hearts againſt God: for, till they are brought in fol 
Meaſure to a Sight and Senſe of this, I ſee no ki, * 
their being prevailed with to ſeek, in good Earneſt, Mm 


Peace and Reconciliation with God, in and throg 
Jeſus Chriſt. Who will ſeek, in good Earneſt, after 
which he ſees no Need of ? 

In a Word, it is ſuggeſted here, That People up 
to conſider, and realize it, that when Chrift's Zmbaſſa 
are pleading with them to be reconciled to God, Me 
have to do with Gop, and have CHRIST intreating thl;., 
to be reconciled. © Now then we are Embaſſadon 
„ Chriſt, as though Gop did beſeech you by us: wep 
you in CHRIST's ſtead, be ye reconciled to God“ 

But in farther diſcourſing from theſe Words, by 2 
Aſſiſtance, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 


1. What this CharaFer of Goſpel-Miniſters, Embiſu 
for Chriſt, imports, and ſuppoſes, or implies. 85 


2. What that great Vork is, which is here particuk thc 
aſſigned to Chriſt's Embaſſadors, viz. to endeavour ini 
Reconciliation of Sinners to God. | 


3. That it is the important Duty of Chriſt's Eb 
dors, with all Diligence, Earneſtneſs, and Importunit)Jf a | 
urge, perſwade, beſeech and intreat Sinners to be reconc 
to God, by a cordial Submiſſion to the Goſpel-T Terms 
Peace and Reconciliation. And then, 8 


TLaſih, I ſhall make Application of the Sobjekt, in 
veral Uſes, reſpecting both Miniſters and People. 


I. Iam to ſhew what this Charaer of Goſpel-Mini- 


ters, © Embaſſadors for Chriſt,” imports, and ſuppoſes, or 


i | plies. — Now, 


1. I think, it is plainly ſuppoſed in this Character of 


oſpel- Miniſters, that hey themſelves be reconciled to 
od. Is it rational to ſuppoſe, that a Prince will ſend 


n Enemy, one whoſe Heart is full of Enmity againſt 


im, as an Embaſſador, to negotiate for him in an Affair 
lating to Peace and Reconciliation between him and 
me other Prince, or Court, with whom he is at Vari- 
nce ? Or, if ſuch an one ſhould be ſent, is it likely he 
vill do his Prince or Country much real Service? And 
jill not every one grant, it is beſt, that thoſe who bring 
e Word of Reconciliation from God to a People, be 


ſelves (perſonally) reconciled to God? One who was 


wer enligbined by the Spirit of God, can't be thought to 
now the Mind and Will of God, /o well (at leaſt) as 
ne that is. The natural Man receiveth not the Things 
the Spirit of God, for they are Fooliſbneſs to him (whe- 
her he be a Miniſter, or any other Perſon) neither can he 
mw them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. * There- 
pre it is not reaſonable, to ſuppoſe, that he is ſo fit an 
terpreter of God (as a Miniſter is called, Fob 33. 23, 
1.) as one that has been taught of God. A Manifter 
the Goſpel ought to be well ſtock'd with human Learn- 
I; but this, of itſelf, I apprehend, is by no means 
ihcient 7horoughly to furniſh him for the Work of the 
niſtry, Tis requiſite, that there be divine and ſpiri- 
% Knowledge, as well as human Learning. A true 
Miniſter muſt be inwardly taught by the ſpiritual 
School-maſter, the Holy Ghoſt. This Teaching makes 
a Man a true Interpreter to his People ; and without 
this he cannot be: for how can a Man be a true In- 
terpreter of God to his People, unleſs he knows the 
Mind of God himſelf ? And how can he know the 


Mind of God, but by the Teaching of the Spirit of 
B ; 


6c God > 
* 1 Cor, ii. 14, 2 | 
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10 0 Goſpel- Mini ſters, 


God? See 1 Cor. 2. 9, 10, 11, 12, 14. God may may 
e uſe of the Miniſtry of unconverted Men for the Cay 
« verſion of Sinners, and no doubt ſometimes dot; 


& thi 
Es 


e ſhew that the Efficacy is not in the Perſon of Ma 
* but in the Ordinance of God.“ . But then is it . on 
beſt, that the Miniſter have the Knowledge of diu. Ce 
Things, not only floating in. his Brain, but engraven i 
his Heart, and printed in | his Soul by the ſpiritual Fing 4. 
of God? And therefore, after all his Study, Meditation mpli 
&c. he ſhould pray earneſtly with David, Open M e 
mine Eyes, that I may ſee the Wonders of thy Low, .nu 
„ Miniſter is to declare the Reconciliation betwixt G ays t 
* and Man; and is he himſelf not reconciled ? Date Go 
*© prefent another Man to God's Mercy for Pardon, all T; 
<< never yet preſented himſelf ? Can he commend the S 750 
© of Grace to another, and never felt the Seetneſs thera rit 
e in his own Soul? * N. 
uh 
In the Character hire given of Golpet Miniſten yet 
pig Cbriſt's Intereſt in and Title to them. They li ſo 
Embaſſadors for Chriſt, —Chriſt's Embaſſadors. CH - 
„ hath a peculiar Right to the Church, beſides what! pre 
“ hath to the World: yet hath a more peculiar Right WF no 
his Miniſters, as having their Commiſſion from hi; « 
and Dependance on him, in a more ſpecial Man ſer 
* Pſal. 68. 18. Eph. 4. 8.” | The Miniſters of HRA 
Goſpel are Chriſt's, to ſerve him as their Maſter and LnWhoul: 
ro promote and advance the Intereſt of his Kingdom Wir of 
the Hearts of his People. Hence, in many Places of Sei great 
ture, ||| they are called the Miniſters of vi, the g hem, 
vants of Chriſt. avec 
3. In the Character here given of Goſpel - Miniſter 5 
implied Cbriſt's Sovereignty over them. So that he het 
* diſpoſe of them at his Pleaſure, for furthering of then 
in his Work, if they be faithful; and for n ind | 
+ Perkins. + P/al. exix. 18. * Perkins. | Durham. || "© g : 


ei. 23. Eph, 6. 6. Phil. 1. 1. 
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a them, if they be otherwiſe. And therefore Cbriſt's 
. Embaſſadors ſhould always remember, that though they 
be in an eminent Place, yet are they ſubje& to Chriſt, 
who is their Sovereign; and ſo ought to be dependant 
uon him: otherwiſe they are liable to his Trial and 
u Cenſure, who can diſpoſe of them as he will. + 


4. In the Character here given of Goſpel-Miniſters is 
Implied or imported their Authority, They are Embaſ- 
gars for Chriſt: they come and ſpeak in his Name, and by 
irtue of Power and Authority derived from him. Chriſt 
ays to his Miniſters, Go ye, and teach all Nations.“ 
* Go thou, and preach the Kingdom of God.“ Fheſe 
Things ſpeak, and exhort, and rebuke with all Au- 
thority,”* „ A Miniſter ſhould hold forth the Autho- 
* rity of the Ordinance, and Word, and of him in whoſe 
Name he ſpeaks. Whatever he be in himſelf, and 
* whatever his Thoughts be of himſelf, and of his Gifts; 
et being called to carry the Lord's Meſſage, he ought 
ſo to behave in this Buſineſs as not to leſſen the Maſ- 
* ter's Authority, by his fainting, and diſcouraging Ap- 
* prehenſions of his own Inability and Unworthineſs, 
nor by his heartleſs and languid Way of ſpeaking :** j 
but ought to deliver the ſolemn Meſſage with which he 
$ ſent, in ſuch a Manner as becomes the Oracles of God. 
ind that he may not deſtroy or leſſen his Authority, he 
ould be always careful /o % walk as becomes an Embaſſa- 
wr of Chriſt — And this Conſideration ſhould alſo have 
rat Weight with our People, that the Meſſage we bring 
dem, we bring by virtue of Power and Authority re- 
aved from our Lord. 


5. This Character of Chriſt's Minifters ſuppoſes Fitneſs. 
hen earthly Princes ſend Embaſſadors, they chooſe 
Men qualified for the Buſineſs, Men of Fidelity, Wiſdom, 
d Prudence: much more ought Chriſt's Embaſſadors 


| N to 
. Durham, * Matth. xxviii. ult. Luke ix. 60. Tit. ii, 1 52 
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to be endowed with. theſe excellent Properties and Qu 
lifications. | . q 
They ſhould be faithful Men. lt is required in Stey. 
&« ards, that a Man be found faithful ;”” * faithful if 
their Lord and Maſter, and faithful to the Souls commir. 
ted to their Care. What Room or Ground is ther 
for Truſt, where there is no Truth? Hence is that ſo 
„ lemn Charge, 2 Tim. 2. 2. to commit that great TH inc. 
e to faithful Men.” Miniſters muſt declare the whole 
Counſel of God to their People, whether they will hex, 
or whether they will forbear: the whole Meſſage, wih 
which their Lord and Maſter ſends them, muſt be del 
vered ; otherwiſe they prove themſelves unfaithful Ed! 
baſſadors. Eo FS 

Again, They ſhould be Men of Wiſdom and Prudence: 
otherwiſe it's not likely they'll do much good Servi 
in the Church of Chriſt. Fidelity and Honeſty make 
« a good Chriſtian ; but the Addition of Prudence maks 
* a good Embaſſador, Faithfulneſs will fix the Eye upa 
ce the right End; but it's Prudence muſt direct to the 
* proper Means of attaining it. —A prudent Miniſter 
& will ſtudy the Souls of his People, more than the bf 
& human Books in his Library; and will not chooſe what 
„is eaſieſt for him, but what is moſt neceſſary far 

* themT” T | 
Prudence is requiſite in order to the Choice of ſuitable 
Subjects from Time to Time, on which to preach.— 
Prudence is requiſite to metbodiae our Diſcourſes well 
And Prudence 1s neceſſary alſo in order to the uſing pro- 
per Language. There is a Diction or Style, that is me 
ſuitable for the Preacher of the Goſpel. Miniſters, when 
in the Pulpit, ſhould uſe ſuch Language, as that the 
weakeſt Capacity in their Congregations may underſtand 
them. Now a crucified Style beſt ſuits the Preacher 
_ © of a crucified Chriſt : a grave and proper Style becomes 
e the Lips of Chriſt's Embaſſadors. Tertullian checks 


r thoſe Preachers, whoſe Sermons dreſs up Chriſtianin 
, | "mJ 


1 Cor, iv. 2. . Flavel. 
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in philoſophical, rather than evangelical Terms. Pru- * 
dence will choofe Words that are ſolid, rather than 
forid. Prudence will caſt away a thouſand fine Words, 
for one that is apt to penetrate the Conſcience.” ® 


6. Faithful Embaſſadors will have it much upon their 
inds, that they ſucceed in the Embaſſy upon which their 
rinces ſend them: ſo ſhould it lie with great Weight 
pon the Minds of Chriſt's Embaſſadors, that the Meſ- 
ge, with which he ſends them, be cordially received by 
ole to whom they are ſent. — What Prince would ſend 
chan Embaſſador, as he knew would be unconcerned 
nd indifferent, whether his Meſſage were kindly re- 
aved, or not? And one that is faithful, will have the 
ntereſt of his Maſter much at Heart: ſo a faithful Em- 
alſador of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will be zealous to get 
3 Meſſage received by thoſe to whom he is ſent, and 
il be concerned to ſave thoſe that hear him. This 
; what will he near his Heart, yea, with Weight 
pon it: and therefore, with great Zeal and Diligence, 
e will invite, exhort, and perſwade his Hearers to re- 
ave the Meſſage with which his Lord and Maſter ſends 
im,—'e pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to 
d. — This Zeal, and this Concern about the Succeſs 
the Goſpel-Meſlage, is a moſt neceſſary Qualification 
na true Goſpel-Miniſter ; even to be travelling im Birth till 
hriſt be formed in the Hearts of his Hearers ; I travel 
Birth, ſays the Apoſtle, till Chriſt be formed in you. + 
e muſt not be ſatisfied and contented with the meer 
livery of his Meſſage, or with the doing of it neatly 
nd handſomely ; but muſt ſo preach to his Hearers, as 
ungring and thirſting for the Salvation of their preci- 
Jus and immortal Souls; as having © a ſingle, ſerious, 
WT vchement Deſire, that they may be gathered and 
e ſpouſed to Chriſt ; that the Proud may be humbled, 
the Hypocrite convinced, and the Word made the 
davour of Life unto Life unto them, according to-their 
| „ 
E. + Gal. ir. 19. b 
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en the Will of every unregenerate Perſon to God. himſelf, 


do 2nd to bis holy Will. The Pill was once God's Deputy 
ei ir the Soul, ſet to command there for him; but now 
ak ic has ſet up againſt him.“ Obſerve how the Apoſtle 
olieW(-ribes the miſerable State of the Coloſſians before their 


Mil 
It | 
t 0 
8, U 


nnverſion. Col. 1. 21. You that were ſometimes aliena- 
„ and Enemies in your Mind by wicked Works, yet now 
b be reconciled, 8&c. In the Verſe immediately precced- 
g, the Apoſtle treated of the Method and Deſign of 


Ch conciliation in general; in this Verſe he makes par- 
tar Application to the Coloſſians: he deſcribes to them 


e {ad and miſerable State they were in before their 
generation and Converſion ; they were Strangers, yea, 
ies unto God, Enemies in their Minds; which 
implies a deep-rooted Enmily, advancing ſo high · as 
to hate God, not as a Creator, but as a Lawgiver; not 
za Benefactor, but as a Judge, and Revenger of Sin. 
Oh, deplorable Degradation ! to be at Enmity in our 
Minds againſt him who is the Author of our Being, 
ad the Fountain of our Happinefs !'* + — Every na- 
al Man is an Enemy to the Nature of God. They 
uno God, Depart from us, for we deſire not the Know- 
we of thy Ways. | Man in his natural State of Sin, is 
Enemy to God, as revealed in his Word. An in- 
tely holy, juſt, powerful, true and faithful Being, is 
tthe God whom he loves; but the God whom he 
ts, This is the ſad and miſerable State of all Man- 
d by Nature: and hence it is that there is a Neceſſity 
ween Wi Reconciliation. | 

vec Now the great Work here particularly aſſigned to Goſ- 
0 of Miniſters, as Chriſt's Embaſſadors, is to endeavour, in 
aint vſe of ſuch Means as God hath appointed, that Sin- 
4 ; "is may be reconciled to God. Wie pray you, ſays our 
be. Woltle, that eminent Miniſter of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
Reg prey you, in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to God.— 
T Hos is a great and difficult Work. Nor are Embaſſadors 
E110: to be ſent but about ſome very arduous and 
| important 
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ane, 


important Affairs. And what renders the Work of Ch one 
Embaſſadors extremely difficult, is that Back wardneſs, th 


Averſion which there is in Man's Nature, to ſubmt @ th 
the Goſpel- Terms of Peace and Reconciliation.—Sure th 
*tis a great Work, to bring Heaven and Earth, or C 
and Sinners together! The Employment is very ſolei jec 
and weighty. O that all Chriſt's Embaſſadors had ſec 
Juſt and ſuitable Senſe hereof, deeply impreſſed upon i wi 
Hearts! Well might the Apoſtle cry out, Vo is ſi the 


cient for theſe Things ! + Surely Miniſters, if ſerious 
in earneſt, having their Hearts in their Work, and; 
gaged in pleading with their People to be reconciled od 
will find it a Work that demands the Exertment of th 
beſt Powers, and ſufficient to take up their whole Tin 
For my Part, I ſee no Room for Miniſters to be ld 
no, nor to cumber themſelves about worldly Buſine| 


there is a Neceſſity lying upon them, ariſing from ti V 
Character as Embaſſadors of Chriſt, and the Bua n 
which they are ſent upon, to comply with that Chu ND 
Meditate upon theſe Things ; give thyſelf wholly to ibu te 


Oh, what a great, what a difficult Work have Mini 

lying upon their Hands! O that God would make umu 
truly and throughly ſenſible hereof, and faithful in da 
it ! Let us take Heed to the Miniſtry which we have 
ceived of the Lord, that we fulfil it, * — But I muſit 
enlarge here. I paſs, 


III. To ſhew that it is the important Duty of Chi 
Embaſſadors, with all Diligence, Earneftneſs, and Ini 
tunity, to urge, per ſwade, beſeech and intreat Sinnerst0 
reconciled to God, — Verily, if there be any Work u. 
Earth, that requires Diligence, Application, Serioul 
and, Earneſtneſs in the doing of it, I am ſure, the Wc 
of the Miniſtry is that Work. — Here conſider, 


1. The Command of their Lord, who ſends them, 
them under the ſtrongeſt and moſt indiſpenſible Ob 


+ 2 Cor. ii. 16. || 1 Tim. iv. 15, ® Col. iv. 17. 
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ors thus to diſcharge their Duty. The Authority of 
cod is more binding, than the higheſt in Princes, or 
me deareſt in Parents. As the immediate Servants of 
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hem, 
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the King are under ſpecial- Obligations to obey hie 
Commands, beſides the common Duty of other Sub- 
jects ; ſo the Miniſters of the Goſpel, by their Con- 
ſecration, and 1mmediate Relation to God, are bound. 
with all ſerious Diligence to do his Will.“ Now this 
the Will of God, that they“ teach Men to obſerve all 
tings, whatſoever he hath” commanded them” : that 
ey © Preach-the Goſpel, even the Goſpel of Place, the 
d of Reconciliation. * See what a ſolemn Adjuration 
| Charge is given to Miniſters, in 1 Tim. 4. begin. 
charge thee before God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
o ſhall judge the Quick and the Dead at his Appear- 
and Kingdom, Preach the Word (the Word of Chriſt, 
: Word of Salvation ;) be inftant, in Seaſon, out of 
m; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all Long ſuffering 
Dodrine. Hence it is plain, that the Embaſſadors 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be inſtant, active, ut- 
it, and zealous in the Execution of their Office. It 
muſt be a powerful Opiate indeed, that can ſo benumb 
and ſtupify the Conſcience of a Miniſter, as that he 
[hall not feel the awful Authority of ſuch a Charge.“ 
e ſolemn Work, Miniſters have in Charge from their 
d and Maſter, is, that they endeavour the Reconci- 
on of Sinners to God: and can they be too dili- 
tly, too ſeriouſly and affectionately employed in fo 
a a Work) r. TT ES 


The great natural Backwartneſs and Averffon there 
Sinners 10 ſubmit to the Goſpel· Terms of Peace and 
onciliation, make it neeeſſary, that Chriſt's Embaſſa- 
| ſhould be diligent, importunate, and in good earneſt, 
ging, perſwading, and beſeeching them to be re- 


led to God, — Nothing is more contrary to corrupt 
rnd hes e 5264 76.05 059 Tag 
27/7. xxviii. uſt. 


Plark xvi. 15. Rom. x. 15, 2 Gor. 5; 18. 
urket, | 1 : 


* 


? / . 1 
— 0 | | | FP On ” +} 
2 * 4 k " 4 — | 
| 12 : BEE a6, ip 5 : 
* = 2 . ö 
y * 
[ ih 7 - ; 
* 


Canis 1  Enbaſſudors. 19 


yr ever and ever. In this their unhappy Ge are we, the 
Embaſſadors of Chriſt, ſent to warn, beſeech, and exhort 
hem, and labour by all Means, that we may be inſtru- 
nental in helping Sinners out of their dangerous Condi- 
on; Are we ſent, I ſay, upon ſuch important Buſineſs !. 
urely then we ought to apply ourſelves to this, with the 
reateſt Diligence, Earneſtneſs, and Faithfulneſs. | 
And I am verily perſwaded, my Reverend Fathers-and 
Brethren, that when we have on our own Minds a juſt 
Senſe of the Worth of immortal Souls, and of the dan- 
gerous Condition they are in while unreconciled to God, 
ye can't but feel and ſhew a deep Concern for them, 
hat they may become reconciled to God, that they may 
be ſaved. If there be any of our Hearers, who will not 
have'any Pity upon their own Souls, how can we help 
ſhewing, our Compaſſion and Solicitude for them? 


4. The Conſideration of that ſad and awful Account, 

auch Miniſters will have to give up to their Lord and 
Maſter, if they are found ſlothful, negligent, and unfaith- 
ful Servants, is of great Weight to induce them to be very 
dligent and earneſt in the Diſcharge of their Truſt. That 
we muſt give an Account of our Embaſly, is plain from 
the Word of God. We ſhall all ſtand — the Judg- 
ment · Seat of Chriſt; Miniſters as well as their Peo- 
ple. So then every one of us ſhall give Account of 
himſelf to God.“ Miniſters are to © watch for Souls, as 
lley that muſt give Account. + We muſt give an Account 
of our own Souls, whether we ourſelves (in our private 
Capacity )have indeed fubmitted to the Terms of Reconci- 
lation: but this is not all; we muſt alſo give an Account 
how we have managed in our — Office and pub- 
lck Truſt, as Embaſſadors for Chriſt. 

Now this giving up our Account, is in order that we 
may be judged, and receive according as we have be- 
hav'd in eg Work of the Miniftry. If we are found 
faithful to Chriſt our Lord and Maſter, and to the Souls 


+ Rem. xiv, 10, 12. Heb. 13. 17. 
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of our Feople, - we malle deliver our own Souls, and recein 
the Rewards of good and faithful Servants:“ „ but | 
found of a contrary Character, and precious 'immor 
Souls have perlh d through our Sloth and Vnfaithfulne 
their Blood will be required at our Hands, 

This we are told in plain and awful Terms, Exel. 
17, 18, 19, Son of Man, I have made thee a Watch 
man unto the Houſe of Iſrael : therefore hear the Ward 
at my Mouth, and give them Warning from me 
When I fay unto the Wicked, Thou ſhalt ſurely di, 
and thou giveſt him not warning, nor ſpeakeſt to wan 
the Wicked from his wicked Way, to fave his Life, 
the ſame wicked Man fhall die in his Iniquity, but bi 
Blood will I require at thine Hand: Yet if thou wan 
the Wicked, and he turn not from his Wickedneſs, nat 
from his wicked Way, he ſhall die in his OE bit 
© thou boſt delivered thy Soul. 

Now, is not the Conſideration of that great and teil 
Day of the Lord, when we muſt give up our Account, not 
—5 25 Chriſtian Profeſſors, but as Embaſfadors for Chril, 
a powerful Motive to excite us unto a diligent, ; feriou, 
and faithful Diſcharge of our Duty? — When our A. 
poſtle had mentioned this awful Ns rs before the 
Judgment Seat of Chriſt, in 2 Cor. 5. 10. he immedi 
ately infers, in the next Verſe, Knowing therefore the 
Terror of the Lord, we perſwade Men. — 

Hence how evident and how important is the Duty Hv, 
of Chriſt's Embaſſadors ? Surely it greatly concerns us, 
with all Diligence, Seriouſneſs and Importunity, to per- 
ſwade Men, even as though God did beſeech them by is, 
and to pray them in Chrift” s lead, to be reconciled to God. 
We ovght ſo to behave in this great and momentous Bu- 

fineſs, as that we may compel them to come in; or if we 
fail of Succeſs, yet however that we may ſafely take then 
zo Record, as Paul did bis Hearers, that we are * 2 
the Wood of all Men, F 


| lun. ar, 21. Þ+ Ad, xxviii. 26. 


But 


ein 


Uſe 
(0G 
ch E 
Lad tl 
rs, h 
he ( 
2 gre 
le V 
an 

rat | 


„„ 


a 


But 


— 


CunisT's Emboſſador. 21 


ot it's Time I come to the Improvement, which may 
in ſeveral Uſes, reſpecting both Miniſters and People. 


Uſe 1. Hence we learn the Viſdom and Condeſcenſion - 
Cod, in carrying on his Treaty with ſinful Men by 
ch Embaſſadors, who are Men of like Paſſions with them, 
lad the Lord perſonally and immediately treated with Sin- 
rs, his awful Majeſty would have overwhelmed them. 
he Creature is too weak to bear the Appearance of 
e great God. What did [frael ſay, when they had heard 
e Voice of God from Mount Sinai? Let me not bear 
in the Voice of the Lord my God, neither let me ſee this 
rat Fire any more, that I die not.” Yea, © ſo terrible was 
e Sight,” that Moſes himſelf ſaid, I exceedingly fear 
u quake,” * — Or had the Lord appointed Angels, as 
mbaſſadors to carry on this Treaty of Peace and Recon- 
ation between him and us, their Appearances would 


ue tended more to terrify, than perſwade us. — But 
berge Embaſſadors whom God has employed, being of the 
1 e Nature, of the ſame Mould and Temper with 


urſelves, can ſay to you, as Elibu did to Fob, © Be- 
d, am according to thy Wiſh, in God's Stead ; I alſo 
formed out of the Clay; behold, my Terror ſhall not 
je thee afraid, neither ſhall my Hand be heavy upon 
| 6. 11 | | 


Uſe 2. Hence how dangerous muſt it needs be, for 

to enter into the Office of the Miniſtry, except they 
called and ſent of GOD? —** This is more than Chriſt 
elf would do.“ — Every one that is about to enter” 
mn the Work of the Miniftry, ſhould be well ſatisfied 
tis own Mind, that he is called of God to this great 
ſolemn Work; left he be found to have run before 
vas ſent of God. And I may add, ſo ought Mini- 
© to be well ſatisfied in their own Minds, concerning 
le whom they ordain to the Miniſtry, that they are 
unto called of God. Therefore Candidates fhould 


Deut. xviii, 16. Heb. 1. 21, + Job XXxiii, G 7. 
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be ſufficiently tried, before they are admitted into the Ha 
niſtry. The Apoſtle's Direction is, Lay Hands m 
denly on no Man. * = 


. Uſe 3. Hence how finful and fookſh is it in any bee 
deſpiſe and reje ſuch as are true and faithful Embaſaii ing 
for Chriſt ? This muſt needs bean Offence to Chriſt, Mr a. 
Maſter and Lord. Hereby Chriſt himſelf is contem em 
as alſo his Authority, and his good Will to Sinners, M 
Chriſt came in the Name of his Father ; ſo, by Wot 
ſame Authority, he hath ſent forth Miniſters in bis Nan itt 
Thus Chriſt expreſſes himſelf in his Prayer to the Fab rati 
Fob. 17. 18. As thou baſt ſent me into the Wo of | 
even ſo have ] ſent them into the World.“ — And of on, 
he declar'd to his Apoſtles, | * As my Father hath if C0 
me, ſo have I ſent you.”” — Some may think it a fal 
no Crime, to contemn and reject an Embaſſador of 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; but in thinking ſo, they are miſen 
deceiv'd : for hereby they deſpiſe and reject Ci 
ſelf, from whom they have received Commiſſion; ande 
ſequently the Father alſo who ſent him. So that (as 
Flavel ſpeaks ) © It is a Rebellion that runs high, ſcat: 
to the Fountain-Head of the moſt ſupreme AuthorigWol: 
He therefore who ſets himſelf againſt a true and fai ni 
Miniſter of Chriſt in the proper Execution of his Oll 
ſets himſelf againſt God the Father and God the iﬀ 
Hear what Chriſt ſays to his Diſciples ; + He that h 
eth you, heareth me ; and he that deſpiſeth you, delpi 
me; and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent m. 
Agreeable to which is that of the Apoſtle, He ti 
fore that deſpiſetb, deſpiſeth not Man, but God. eat! 

But then, this Reverence and Submiſſion, that's 
* pected from you to Chriſt's Embaſſadors, is not 
* to them as Men, but as Men in Office, as Chriſt's Wlus ; 
e baſſadors.” You owe them Reverence and Submiendi 
not as commanding and forbidding in ther own Naunic: 
but as ſpeaking in the Name of Chriſt: and w_— eceſſ 


I Tim. v. 22. J. Jeb. xx. 21. + Lale x. 16, * 1 Tf". Fla 
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eMeak in his Name or by his Authority, he expects, even 
n the greateſt on Earth, Submiſſion to them, how 
ean or deſpicable ſoever their Perſons are. And there- 
re it was that God fo. ſeverely puniſhed ' Zedekiab, 
becauſe he humbled not himſelf before Feremiab, ſpeak- 
ing from the Mouth of the Lord. 2 Chron. 36. 12.“ 
r any to reſiſt Chriſt's Embaſſadors, when addreſſing 
em in his Name, ſpeaking his Word, and delivering 
; Meſſage, is © high Rebellion, and an high Affront 
to the Sovereign Authority of Heaven. But then Mi- 
niſters ſhould be very careful to maintain that Vene- 
ration and Reſpect, due to them, in the Conſciences 
of their Hearers, by keeping cloſe to their Commiſſi- 
on,” by behaving themſelves as they ought in the Houſe 
God, and deporting at all Times, out of the Pulpit, as 
ll as in it, as becomes the Character of Embaſſadors for 
ri; ſhewing Uncorruptneſs both in Doctrine and I ife. 
key ſhould in all Company and Society, remember what 
hracter they ſuſtain, and whoſe Embaſſadors they are. 


Uſe 4. Hence how reaſonable is it, that People commu- 
cate willingly and freely for the Support and Comfort of 
oſe whom Chriſt ſends to them with the Word of Re- 
dnciliation ? — That it is the Duty of a People fo to do, 
moſt plainly revealed in the Word of God. The 
oſtle Paul, in the.gth Chap. of his firſt Epiſtle to 
e Corinthians, after having proved the Reaſonableneſs 
the Thing, declares that it is alſo the Appointment 
Cod, That they who Preach the Goſpel ſhould Live of 
be Goſpel. If indeed we made a temporal Living, the 
reat End of our preaching the Word, we ſhould be vile 
en indeed: but if this be our great End, that God may 
glorified, in your Reconciliation to him through Chriſt 
eſus; and if to this Purpoſe we are daily watching and 


milending ourſelves, you ought not to think much of com- 
Nagiuiicating a Portion of your temporal Subſtance for our 
edu and Comtort, If we have ſown uno you fpi- 


ritual 


it be Flavel, 
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ritual Things, (ſays the Apoſtle) ig it a great Thing if gllii/: 
Hall reap your carnal Things !—] might mention manic 
Texts to this Purpoſe ; but at preſent ſhall only H fe 
you to that in Gal. 6. 6. &c. * Let him that is taughMicir 
in the Word, communicate to him that teacheib, in; 
good Things. Be not deceived ; God is not mockeallth 
for whatſoe ver a Man ſotveth, that ſhall he alſo reap,” wild | 


Uſe 5. How cautious ſhould Chriſt's Embaſſadom hi 
that they don't praſtitute their Authority, to urge or a 
Commands which are contrary to the Commands of th 
Lord and Maſter, and ſo reflect Diſhonour upon his 
thereby. — Miniſters, as well as others, through the F 
of Man, are in Danger of doing that which they ought u 
to do, and of leaving that undone which they oup| 
to do. But when the Caſe is ſo, that either God or My 
muſt be offended, let Man be offended. In ſuch a Cal 
let us not fear Man, who only can hurt the Body; bi 
rather fear Him who is able to deſtroy both Body u 
Soul in Hell. Let us fear Him, from whom there lf 
no Appeal, againſt whom there is no Cavilling ot Di 

uting; from whom nothing can be conceal'd, who 
Wrath none can reſiſt, If any of our People would | 
Flatteries or Frowns draw us off from our Zeal, Fai 
fulneſs and Cloſeneſs in Preaching, either to juſtify ther 
or to connive at them, that they may be ſuffered 
goon peaceably and quietly in any evil or falſe Way, 
any ſinful Practice whatever; let us think well upon 
awful Charge, and remember Who hath ſent us, a 
for whom we are acting; and let not the Fear of Me 
the Fear of loſing their Love or Eſteem, of loſing 0 
Credit, or our Eaſe and Peace, or even Life itſelf, tu 
us out of the Path of Duty, or make us depart from 
ſacred Inſtructions. When we are tempted thus to 
let us, among other Things, remember thoſe two 
Examples, that of the old Prophet recorded in 1 Kings if 
And. that of Aaron, in making the Golden Calf to gra 
the Idolatrous Inclination of the People, recorded 
Exod. 32. 1 


A 
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Since thoſe who are put. into the Miniſtry, ate -God*s 
Meſſengers, then let them not be Men. plaaſers. Being 
e Lord's Servants, let them not be Servants of Hen, 
\ fear their Terror, or to flatter their Luſts and gratäfy 
wir vitious Humours. — To turn aſide from following 
ur Commiſſion, though it be but a little, to pleaſe Men, 

ill be very diſpleaſing to Chriſt, our Lad and Maſter : 
ad thoſe who will venture to yield their Authority, to 
p aſide from their Duty and Truſt, and to diſtęgard 
tir Maſter's Orders, for the ſake of pleaſing the ſinful 
umours of Men (yea, though they be the greateſt Men 
n Earth) may look for Anger from their great Lord, 
ho is above all. Nay, even good Men, wherein they 
xy be led by a culpable Humour, are to be wälhtood, 
d not flatter d in it. Paul has left us an Example 
x ur Imitation. Sec Gal. 2. 11— 14. with 1 Theſſ. 
wb, 

Yea, we muſt not ſeek to pleaſe ourſelves, or to bring 
r own Purpoſes to paſs ; but in every Motion, either 
made to us, or ſuggeſted from our own Hearts, 

muſt forthwith call to Mind, who ſent us hither, 420 
from whom are we come.” We are come from and 
t the Lord, and therefore we muft not yield to any 
ling, nor aim at any Thing, but what is conformable 
the wil and tends to the Err of him wh hath 

it us, 


tn 


Uſe 6. Are we, 224, are put into the Miniſterial Office, 
Waſadors for Chriſt? then let us be careful that we 
t deliver our own Fancies and Inventions ; but bis 
ſage, who hath ſent us, and as we have received it. 
ode Meſſage we deliver to our People be the Lord's 

1 if the Word we ſpeak. to them be the Lord's 
d, then may we boldly come to them with a Thus 
b the Lord. We may ſpeak freely, when we ſpeak the 
d of the Lord; © We have a Maſter, who will make 
| & good : 9 ſtand. boldly. in the Face of our 
emies; we paul a * who will. defend 1 | 
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But it's Time T ſhould draw to a. Cloſe ; which ſhall 
be in ſeveral diſtinct, but brief Addreſſes. (1.) To my 
Fathers and Brethren in the Mimftry. (2.) To thoſe of 
the Congregation who are as yet unreconciled to God, And 
(3) To thoſe who are already reconciled to him. 
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1. To addreſs my Fathers and Brethren in the Miniſtry. 
Rev. Sirs, we have this Day been reminded whoſe 
Embaſſadors we are, what that great Work is which is 
aigned us as Embaſſadors for Chriſt, and ſome of the 
weighty Reaſons why we ſhould be ſerious, earneſt, dili- 
gent, and faithful, in the Performance of it. Does it not 
therefore greatly concern us ſolemnly to reflect and exa- 
mine, as to our paſt Conduct, and the Doctrines we have 
taught our People ; that we may know whether we have 
behav'd worthy the Character of Chriſt's Embaſſadors, 
md faithfully deſivered bis Meſſage as ſent by us to his 
People? And wherein we have failed, either in point of 
Life or Doctrine, ought we not this Day to be humbling 
ourſelves before the Lord, and looking unto Jeſus for 
cleanſing in his Blood, and for Grace to reform and do 
better for the Time to come? — Let us ſeriouſly, dilt- 
gently, and prayerfully ſearch and ſtudy the ſacred Scrip- 
tures, that we may clearly and fully know and underſtand 
the Meſſage which our Lord would have us deliver to his 
People. Let us earneſtly ſeek the ſpecial Teachings and 
Ilominations of the divine Spirit, that the ſacred Scrip- 
tures may be clearly opened to our Underſtandings, and 
that our Underſtandings may be opened rightly to under- 
ſtand the Scriptures ; — that we may know how to preach 
the Law, and how to preach the Goſpel ; that we may 
preach both Law and Goſpel clearly and diſtinctly, pow- 
ertully and ſucceſsfully to our People. — Let our humble 
and intire Dependance, for all needed Furniture and 
Aſſiſtance to our Work, be always upon him who has 
Put us into the Miniſtry, and aſſigned us our Work; that 
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we may be enable ct rightly to divide the Word 0 
Truth, and to © give to every one his Portion in du 
Seaſon: to the Sinner, what belongs to the Sinner; an 
to the Saint, what belongs to the Saint. We 
we have a particular Meſlage to deliver diſtinctly to 
Sinner, and to the Saint: we ſhould be deeply concern 
that none be neglected in our Miniſtrations; neith 
the Sinner, nor the Saint ; neither the Babes, nor the 
young Men, nor the Fathers or old Men, in Chriſt E  [ 
— In fine, we ſhould ſee to it, that our whole Prea 
ing tend to reconcile Sinners to God in Chriſt Jeſus, ; W 
to build up Saints in Holineſs and Comfort A Fat n 
unto Salvation. 
And now, among other Conſiderations, that we m 
be powerfully excited to a ſerious, diligent, faithful Di 
charge of our Duty, not only as Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
but as Preachers of it, as Embaſſadors for the Lord Jau 
Chriſt, let us often think on the great and awful Day, whe 
ve muſt give up our Account to: him whoſe Embaſſadon 
we are, whether we have behaved well or ill in our Of 
fice, and muſt. receive accordingly.—On the one Hand 
let us think how dreadful our Account will be, if through 
our habitual Slothfulneſs, Negligence, and Unfaithfulock 
thoſe under our Care and Charge periſh and ſink into 
Hell. Let us alſo conſider on the other Hand, how 
Joyful our Account will be,, if we have been faithful w 
our great Lord and Maſter, and many by our Miniſtry 
have been reconciled to God in Chriſt Teſus : then pal or 
we ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and as the Stare 
for ever and ever, || 
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2. I ſhall now addreſs thoſe of my Hearers, who iſ 
yet were never reconciled to God. — The Time I now 
have to ſpeak to you is ſhort ; and therefore I cannot be 
ſo particular and large in my Addreſs, as I ſhould be glad 
to be: But © ſuffer the Exhortation in a few Words.” 
Permit us, who are Chriſt's Embaſſadors, once n 0 . 

pro 


Dan. xii, 2. 


CunisT's Embaſſadors, 29 


| offi, o (as though God did beſeech you by us; to pray you) 
du 2 ſtead, 5. be reconciled to God, — Dear i vc ö 
us, did youever ſeriouſly conſider the ſad and miſerable 
, chat you are now in? If you hadaclearSight and Senſe 
i, I'm ſure, you could not be eaſy in it. And how can 
n ſhort, more fully repreſent it to you, than to tell 
that God is your Adverſary, and that you are Enemies 
yur Minds to GO? Though you may have made an 
n Profeflion of Religion; though you may have been 
ry obſervant of the external Part of Duty, heneſt in 
Dealings, and outwardly much reformed ; though 
u may have had great Awakenings, and much of the 
mon Illuminations of the Spirit, and been filPd with 
ch legal Terror and Diſtreſs, which may have been 
deded by much Hope and Eaſe of Mind; yet, not 
ng renewed in the Spirit of your Minds“ by the ſancti- 
Influences. of the Holy Ghoft, not believing in the 
Id Jeſus Chrift with all your Heart, and ſtill remaining 
penitent, you are indeed ſtill Enemies to God, and © have 
ert nor Lot in this Matter, no actual Intereſt in the 
ce and Reconciliation purchafed by the Blood of Chriſt. 
| how can you hve eafy and contented, one Day or 
u longer, in ſuch a miſerable and dangerous Condition 1. 


f you aſk; Mbat you muſt do, that you may obtain Peace 


ut to Reconciliation with God in and through the Lord 
nifiry Ws Chriſt > My Anſwer at preſent muſt be but in a 


8 ſoollFWord or two. — You muſt be diligent and ſerious in the 
eof all rhe appointed Means of Grace, You muſt 
y, you muſt conſider and meditate, and you mult ſearch. 
; Scriptures, and diligently hear the Word Preach'd: 
ho-a Wu muſt be found diligently waiting on the Lord in his 
now Wy. — But when you have done all theſe Things, think 
not be that now all is well with you, that now you are recon- 
e glad d to God, and that God is become reconeiled to you: 
ords.” Wall theſe Things may be done, and yet while you have 
Ne do n evil Heart of Unbelief in you, God is as much 
proj Enemy, and you as much Enemies to God in your 
| 3 Mind, 


30 | _ Goel Minifers, 


Mind, as ever. Think not, that Becauſe yy 
Things, God will accept. you in. Chrift. No, you ky 
Arſt be in Chriſt by Faith, you muſt believe in him w 
all your Hearc, you muſt receive and embrace him a, 
fered to Sinners in the Goſpel, before you can have 
Part in Chrift, any Right or ale to that Reconciliat 
and Peace with God, which Chriſt , Jeſus has. purchal 
In a Word, if ever you obtain Peace and Reconclliat 
with God, it muſt be by ſovereign, free, rich Grace 
Chrift Jeſus. 

If you aſk, then, To what Purpoſe you 8 * 
forementioned Means of Grace? I anſwer, you mul 
this, that you may be brought to ſce your ſad and mile 
ble State by Nature, your Need of Chriſt and his Benef 
the Neceſſity of Regeneration, Union to Chriſt, Fait 
his Blood, &c. or, in a Word, that you may be broy 
to ſee the Neceſſity of your being reconciled 10 C 
Cbriſt Jeſus, and that you may ſo be brought on at 
ally to ſubmit to the Goſpel-Terms of Peace and 
conciliation, 

*Tis true, the Lord has not tied bimſelf up to the. 
of Means yet ordinarily he faves in the Uſe of tif 
Hence we read of his © begetting us by the Word, * 
I. 18. and of © Faith's coming by hearing, Rom. 10, 

But though the Lord ordinarily faves in the Uk 
Means; yet tis not becauſe they are uſed, but only f 
Names ſake, and for the Glory of his Grace in C 
Jeſus. © Not by Works of Righteouſneſs, which we 
done, but according to his Mercy he ſaved us — thic 

Jeſys Chriſt our Saviour.“ + 

Therefore, Sinners, as you would be at Peace with 
ſee to it that being « renewed in the Spirit of your Mi 
you © believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with all 
Heart ;” ſee to it that you cordially, freely, and 
ſubmit to the Goſpel-Method of Grace, or © the 
of Peace” and Reconciliation with God. And I bt 
Ik give oats no Reſt, till you know (that 


1 ili. 6 (ELL iv, 23. As 16. 31. and 8. 37: Rom. 1 


upon good Terms with God in Chriſt Jeſus. Now _ 
the laſt Place, | | RE 

z. One Word to thoſe who are already reconciled to 
din Chrift Jeſus. Be ſenſible of the exceeding Riches 
the Grace of God in his Kindneſs to you by Jeſus 
ſt, O what admirable Mercy, what rich Grace is 
„ which God hath: beſtowed upon you! That he ſhould 
e ſuch Enemies, fuch Rebels, as you were, into his 
wour | That he ſhould make you willing to be recon- 
kd to him! and that he ſhould become actually re- 
xciled to you! Well may you be amaz'd and aſtoniſh'd 
he Riches of divine Mercy to you! O, be humble 
thankful ; and © be ſober, be vigilant, walk circum- 
ly.” Take heed of making new Breaches. Keep 
welves in the Love of God; — © Keep yourſelves 
rt; — © Abſtain from the Appearance of Evil; 
(ave to the Lord with Purpoſe of Heart ; — Live 
he Faith of the Son of God. Heneeforth live 
to yourſelves, but to him who died for you and 
again, and ever liveth to make Interceſſion. — Unto 
Im, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be all Glory 
and evermore. AMEN. : 
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